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—aud drove Voltuire quite to despair, and into the Lnw-CourlB ; which imprisoned Hirsch, imd made him do justiuo.'l
In which last clause, still more in the conclusion, that it was 'to the triumph of Voltaire,1 Duvernet docs substantially mistake! And indeed, except as the best Parisian reflex of this matter, his Account is worth nothing:—though it may serve as Introduction to the following irrefragable Documents and more explicit featurings. We learn from him, and it is the one thing we learn of credible, That 'Voltaire, when it came to Law-Procedures, begged Mauperluia to speak for him to M. Jarriges,' a Prussian Frenchman, ' one of the Judges; and that Maupertuis answered, " I cannot interfere in. a bad business (me mUkr d^me muuvaisc affaire)"1 The oilier French Biographies, definable as ' Igwr-amus speaking in a loud voice to Igiwrr-atisJ require to be altogether ttwept aside in this matter. Even 'Clog.1 jumbling Voltaire1.1) undated Letters into confusion thrice-confounded, and droning-out vituperatively in the dark, becomes a mi-mut quantity in these Friedrich affairs. In regard to the Hirsch Proct-HH, our one irrefragable set of evidences is: The Prussian Law-Ut'imrt by Klein,—especially the Documents produced in Court, and the Sentence given.2 Other lights are to be gathered, with severe scrutiny and caution, from the ciraimiimbicnt contemporary rumour,—especially from the Pni/lica to a ' Comedy 1 so-called of ' Tantale en Prod's (Tantalus,' Voltaire, * at Law1);—which Preface is evidently Hirsdi's own Story, pvil. into language for him by some humane friend, and addrusswl to a 'clear-seeing Public.18 'And in lino,'says my Mann-
1  Duvernet (T. J. D. V.), 170-173-175:—vague utterly j   dateless  (tries one date, and is mistaken even in the Year); wrong in nearly every detail! ' the Staire or Steuer was a Sank,' etc. etc.
2  Ernst Ferdinand Klein, Annaltn der Gesttzgcbintg mitt RtcMigtlthnamkeii in den Preussisctun Staaten (Berlin und Stettin, 1790), v. 215-260.
8 Tantale tn Prods (ascrilied to Friedrich himself, by some wonderful per-sons I) is in SuppUmmt aux CEuvres Paslhumes lie FridMc II. (Cologne, 1789), i. 319 et sqq. Among the weakest of Comedies (might be by D'Anwlid, or some such hand); nothing in it worth rending except the Preface.